» 
: 


At St. M A N wn 


+ 


, * 


gh n Monday, 5 April a 6. 17 30. 


7 


By HENRY WHITFIELD M. A. 
Rector of Gaſtle-Eaton, Wi tts,* Vicar of Brad- 
walt Oxon, and Chaplain to The Right Ho- 

nourable CHARLES Lord Cadogan. | 5 


9 


SET ep FORD, - 


Printed at the THEATRE: And Sold by Mrs. FILETC AIR 
N Booxkſell im dhe Higb- Street. MDCCLI, FL 


= 
; 9 1 
Rs - 4 a > 
| he a ä | Z ** % 1 
1 a 9 , 2 l \ * * 
* - ob ' * 34 * 5 b g * ' 
* nA N , > Wes g 8 4 
7 tr + 1 * rg © k þ a 
* W A Y 1 44 a * * if 
* — . R * 


# 


Imprimatur, . 
N. BROVWNE, 


Vice-Can. Oxon. 


Jul. 3. 1751. 


* 
. 
: 
V ” o 
: F 
þ | 
\ ö 
* 0 0 
* o | 
. vx 
ö . : } 
* 


| ” * . - — — be * 


2 


| 4 — 1 , 
— - — 
\ | 


1Cor. XV. 35, 36, 37, 38. 


But ſome man will ſay, How are the 
dead raiſed up, and with what Body 
do they come ? oF 

Thou fool, that which thou ſoweſt, is not 
quickned except it die. 

And that which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſ} 
not that Body that ſhall be, but bare 
grain, it may chance of wheat, or of 

ſome other grain. 

But God giveth it a Body as it hath 


pleaſed him, and to every ſeed his Own 
Body. 
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N HE Taſk this day aſſign'd me, has 

| employed the pens of ſo many cele- 

brated Authors of all ages and nations 

of Chriſtians, and has been ſo often 

treated of in this place by many Perſons of great 

abilities, and ſound learning, that very little can 

be ſaid upon this ſubject, but what has been 

again and again repeated ; and nothing is uſual- 
ly expected, but what every Writer has peculiar 

to himſelf in his ſtile and manner. 
* A 2 And 
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And ſince no Argument can be produc'd in 
Proof of a Reſurrection, but what muſt be ta- 
ken from Revelation, one would be the-more 
inclin'd to tkink, that the Subject, however co- 
pious, muſt have been long ſince entirely ex- 
hauſted. But notwithſtanding the numerous 
texts that have been quoted, and the Variety of 
Arguments that have been drawn from them, 
there is One, I think, which has hitherto been 
but ſlightly mention'd, if not wholly overlook d, 
which, if urged in its full Force and Weight, 


would be as ſtrong and concluſive, as any of 
thoſe which have been ſo often recited. And 


that is the Doctrine of Regeneration. Not in- 


deed in the ſenſe in which it has been in all 
ages miſinterpreted, by many, particularly the 
Puritans and Enthuſiaſts; but plac'd in its true 
light, and clear'd from that Cloud of Miſcon- 
ſtructions wherewith it is obſcur'd. 

The word is indeed uſed in different ſenſes in 
Scripture, and apply'd to three different things. 

We are ſaid to be regenerated by Baptiſm, as 
we are then made God's Children by Adoption 
and Grace. | , | 

Sometimes the word is apply'd to the daily 
Progreſs we are to make in Goodneſs after- 
wards; to the Renewal and Sanctification of our 
Natures by the joint Concurrence of God's Grace 
and our own Endeavours. 

And ſometimes the Word is directly and im- 
mediately apply d to the Reſurrection; as if pe- 
culiarly appropriated to that Only, as the work 

| Will 
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will be then compleated, as we ſhall then be 
Perfectly Renew'd both in Soul and Body. 

The Gnoſticks in the firſt Ages of Chriſtani- 
ty vainly fancied, that Regeneration was an In- 
ſtantaneous Act wrought by an Immediate Call 
from Heaven, at ſome particular period of their 
Lives; that the Reſurrection was with them al- 
ready paſt ; that They were already ſo Perfectly 
Regenerate, that no farther Change could be 
wrought in Them. | 

And in this vain Conceit they ſeem to be fol- 
low'd by ſome of our modern Enthuſiaſts. 

As the Re-Formation of Mankind, and the 
Renovation of our Natures both in Soul and Bo- 
dy, was the chief End of Chriſt's coming, ſo 
the true Notion of Regeneration ſeems to Me to 
be this. | 

That it is a New Birth, or Renewal of the 
Whole Man, Begun in Baptiſm, Carried on dai- 
ly thro' every Stage of Lite, and Compleated by 


the Reſurrection ; -when the Renovation will be 


Entirely finiſh'd ; as we ſhall Then receive our 
Perfect Conſummation in Righteouſneſs as well 


as Bliſs, both in Body and Soul. 


In whatever ſenſe the Doctrine of Regenera- 
tion is mention'd in Scripture, even when ap- 
plied to Baptiſm, or to our growing in Grace af- 
terwards, and Daily riſing to Newneſs of Life 


Here; a Reſurrection to Life Eternal Hereafter 


is remotely hinted at leaſt, if not directly im- 
plied; and the Neceſſity of the Commencement 


of the New Birth by the Laver of Regeneration, 
and 
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and our Daily Progreſs in Vertue in This Life, 
are preſs'd upon us as neceſſary Preparatives to 
the Completion of it in the Next. 

I might cite ſeveral Paſſages in the new Te- 
ſtament to make good what is here aſſerted : But 
ſhall drop this Argument, and humbly leave it 
to be farther examin'd by Perſons of greater Abi- 
lity in this Learned Body. It would be too ha- 
zardous an Attempt in Me, to truſt ſo Impor- 
tant a Doctrine as that of a Reſurrection to the 
Proof of one Single point, and to combat our 
Oppoſers with New Untry'd Armour. 

The greater Number there is of credible Wit- 
neſſes to atteſt the truth of any Fact, ſo much 
the ſtronger is the Proof of it. And if any Ar- 
gument may wy fairly be added to thoſe nu- 
merous others which have ſtood the Teſt of all 
ages of Chriſtianity, it will be a Satisfaction to 
us to find, that while our Adverſaries are ſtill 
reviving the old Pagan Objections, which have 
been a thouſand times refuted, yet we are able 
to bring into the field Freſh Forces againſt 
them ; and can produce ſtill farther Teſtimony 
to corroborate the Evidence we already have. 

But it will better become me to make uſe of 
thoſe VeteranTroops, which have maintain'd 
their Ground for above ſeventeen hundred years. 

The Subject of the day, and the words be- 


fore us require me to treat on theſe three Parti- 
culars. 


I. To 
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I. To prove that the very End and Deſign of 
our Saviour's coming, the Miracles which he 
wrought, the Actions of his Life, the Sufferings 
of his Death, and more eſpecially the Certainty 
of His Reſurrection, do All concur to give Us 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance of the Certainty of our 
Own. 


II. To ſhew, that the Difficulty of compre- 
hending and explaining How a Reſurrection can 
be effected can be no reaſonable Objection againſt 


the Credibility of it. And 


III. How far the Scriptures will warrant and 
enable Us to give an Anſwer to this Queſtion, 
with what Body do they come. 


Under the firſt of theſe particulars, I ſhall en- 
deavour to draw up into one compendious view 
moſt of the Arguments which are uſually urg'd 
in proof of a Reſurrection; not without ſome 
little regard to that I have hinted at, and ſub- 
mitted to a farther Enquiry. 

As it was Sin which firſt brought Death into 
the World, the Intent of our Saviour's coming 
was to remove All the fatal Conſequences of it ; 
to cleanſe us from all filthineſs of Fleſh as well as 
Spirit; to renew the Whole Man, both Soul 


and Body, and to reſtore us to the Immortality 
we had loſt. 


For 
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For Chriſt came not only to redeem that part 
of us which is out of the Reach of Death, but 
that likewiſe which was in Bondage to it. But 
Death hath now no farther Dominion over us. For 
as by One Man Sin enter d into the World, and 
Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſs'd upon all Men, 
in that all have ſin d; fo by the Obedience of One, 
Eternal Life 1s purchas'd for all ; and our Bodies 
are ranſom'd from Corruption, as well as our 
Souls from Eternal Perdition. 

For to this End Chriſt both died, and roſe and 
reviv'd, that he might be Lord of the Dead as well 
as the Living: that he might put all things in Sub- 
jection under his feet, vanquiſh our laſt Enemy, 
Death itſelf, deſtroy him that had the Power of 
Death, and deliver them who thro fear of Death 
awere all their Life time ſubjef# to Bondage. 

He roſe to become the firſt Fruits of them that 
fleep. As by the Sin of the firſt Adam, all Man- 
kind became obnoxious to Death, by the Merits 
of the Second Adam, by Vertue of his Death, 
and thro' the Efficacy of His Reſurrection who 
was the firſt begotten from the Dead, We are 
Regenerated, and born a new to a Second Life, 
a Life Eternal. If the Firſt Fruits be holy, the 
Lump is alſo holy; if our Second Head and Re- 
preſentative be riſen to Glory, We alſo ſhall live 
thro' Him, and be glority'd with Him. As we 
hade borne the Image of the Earthy, we ſhall alſo 
| bear the Image of the Heavenly. For this End 
he came down from Heaven, took human Na- 
ture upon him, and condeſcended to transform 


Himſelf 
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Himſelf into our Likeneſs, in order to transform 
Us into His, to quicken and revive us, to re- 
new our Natures both in Soul and Body, to 
re-create us in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
and to tranſlate us to that place, Whither he 1s 
gone to prepare Manſions for Us. 

To this End was he born, and for this cauſe came 
he into the World, that he might bear Witneſs to 
this Great / Truth. And greater Witneſs can no 
Truth have. For he that taught this Doctrine, 
gave a Proof of his Veracity by laying down his 
Life to bear Teſtimony to it. He was born and 
lived to teach it, and died to confirm it. While 
Living he demonſtrated the Poſſibility of a Re- 
ſurrection by raiſing Others from Death; and 
after He himſelf had expir'd on the Croſs, he 
quickned and reaſſum'd his Own Body, appear'd 
in it for Many days to Many Perſons, and viſt- 
bly aſcended in it to Heaven. He himſelf was 
an Example, a Pledge and Earneſt of it; the 
Firſt Fruits of the general Harveſt. And as at 
His Reſurrection Many Bodies, which ſlept aroſe, 
came out of their Graves, went into the Holy 
City and appear'd unto many ; we may infallibly 
be aſſur'd, that the hour Will come, in which 
All that are in their Graves ſhall hear His voice, 
who call'd Lazarus out of his Tomb; and ſhall 
come forth at his Almighty Command. God 
hath in many places of his holy Word revealed, 
that he hath appointed a Day, in which he will 
Judge the quick and Dead by his Son Chriſt Teſus, 
and of this faith the Apoſtle, he hath given ſuffi- 
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cient Aſſurance unto all Men, in that he hath raisd 
him from the dead. 

And as it was for this End that Chriſt came 
down from Heaven, to bring Life and Immor- 
tality to Light, ſo it was for the ſame Intent that 
the Apoſtles were ordain'd to be Witneſſes of His 
Reſurrection, and to prepare Mankind for their 
Own. JI Chriſt be Not riſen, our Faith is in- 
deed vain, but if Chrift be preach'd that He roſe 
from the dead, how ſay ſome that there is No Re- a 
ſurrection? 

Hence we find that there is no one Article of 
our Faith more frequently or more ſtrenuouſl 
preſs'd upon us by All the Apoſtles in All their 
Writings, than the Reſurrection of our Saviour, 
becauſe as St. Paul here argues, the Truth of This 
being once eſtabliſh'd, it would be the higheſt 


Abſurdity to doubt of our Own. I come now ; 
to the 


II. Thing propos'd, which was to ſhew that 
the Difficulty of comprehending and explaining 
How a Reſurrection will be effected, can be no 
reaſonable Objection againſt the Credibility of it. 


When the Body is crumbled into Atoms, con- 
founded and intermixt with the Duſt of the 
Earth, ſcatter'd here and there by the Wind, and 
diſpers'd into all the different Elements, How 
can all the different Particles be ever reunited, 
and reſtor'd to their priſtine Form and Order ? 
When Part of it has enter'd into the Subſtance 


of 
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of the Worms that devour it, Part has been nu- 
triment for Graſs, and that Graſs for the Beaſts 
of the Field, in a word, when every Particle 
muſt for many ages have undergone various 
Changes and Alterations, and have been ſucceſ- 
ſively incorporated with the Fleſh of Other Ani- 
mals, How is it poſſible to diſcover to What Bo- 
dy each Particle properly belongs, to rally them 
together, to redemand each to its former place, 
and reinſtate it in its proper Function. 

In all Ages ſince the firſt Propagation of the 
Goſpel, this has been the moſt common Obje- 
Ction; How can theſe Things be? How are the 
Dead raisd up? With what Body do they come? 
How can every Man have his Own Body ? 

If the great Pretenders to Reaſon and Philo- 
s ſophy of the preſent age, demand of us a clear 

and explicit Account of theſe things; inſtead of 
attempting to explain, what by a human Capa- 
City is inexplicable, let us take the ſame Method 
St. Paul here does; and the ſame that was taken 
in the firſt Ages of the Church from His time 
down to Tertullian about the latter end of the 
ſecond Century. 

Tis a Method our Saviour himſelf made uſe 
of with Nicodemus, when he urg'd to him the 
Neceſſity of our being regenerated in order to 
fit and qualify us for Eternal Salvation, and 
told him, that except a man be born again with 
Water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. The Ruler immediately 
objected, How can theſe things be? How can a 
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man be born when he is old? Can he enter the 
ſecond time into his Mothers womb and be born? 
Our Saviour anſwer'd him, that the Difficul- 
ty of conceiving How and in what Manner any 
Spiritual work can be effected, can be no reaſon- 
able grounds for not believing the thing Could 
be done, becauſe in Earthly things, in things 
that daily occur to us in the common and ob- 
vious courſe of Nature, which our Senſes per- 
ceive, which we not only Believe, but Know to 
be Fact, there are many Difficulties which we 
cannot ſolve or account for. 

The Inſtance he mentions, is that of the Wind. 
Wa bear the Sound thereof, we ſee and feel its Ef- 
fects, but cannot tell whence it cometh, or whither 
it goeth. Whatever Diſcoveries in Nature late 
Ages may juſtly boaſt of, to this day it has not 
been fully and clearly explain'd, what is the O- 
rigin of it, what natural cauſe occaſions ſuch an 
Agitation of the Air, and to what Period and by 
what Means its Courſe is directed and deter- 
min'd. If Rarefaction be the Cauſe, as proba- 
bly it often 1s, what produces that RarefaQtion 
itſelf? Is it always One and the Same Cauſe ? 
What occaſions the Variation in Some Places, 
the Diverſion from its dire& courſe in Others, 
and its Regularity and Conſtancy to a fixt and 

determin'd Point in ſome parts of the Globe ? 
To apply this to our preſent purpoſe. How 
weak and abſurd would that Merchant be who 
would deſiſt from Navigation, and forbear to ſet 
ſail to any diftant Country in Search of the Trea- 
{ures 
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ſures it affords, till he can fully account for eve- 
ry Motion and Change of every Gale which is 
to waft him thither ? 

But how much more fooliſh: is that Man- 8 
Conduct, who ſuſpends his proviſion for his Laſt 
Voyage, is dilatory in the Purſuit of the Everlaſt- 
ing Riches of Another World, and will not be- 
lieve his frail Veſſel can ever be tranſported thi- 
ther, becauſe he cannot comprehend the O 
tions of that Power, which is to tranſport him; 
and eſpecially too, when he has a far better Pi- 
lot than Human Reaſon, a Heavenly Guide, a 
Light from above to direct him? | 

To come to St. Paul's Analogy in the Words 
before Us; ſhall the Huſbandman neglect to ſow 
his Corn, till he can fully account for the Prin- 
ciple, the Power, and the Manner of Vegeta- 
tion? How the Grain firſt germinates ; How it 
gradually proceeds from Dying to Life, from 
Corruption to an Embryo, from an Embryo to 
a Root and Blade, from a Blade to a Stalk, and 
from a Stalk to a New Body, to the full grown 
Corn in the ripen'd Ear? 

Thou Fool, that which thou ſeaweſt is not quickened 
except it die. It is Reviv'd by Dying, and grows 
by Putrefaction. I is ſown bare Grain, it riſes 
up inveſted and adorn d with a beautiful Cloth- 
ing. And if God fo cloath the Graſs of the Field, 
ſhall he not much more cloath Your Naked Bo- 
dies, O Ze of little Faith? What tho' they are 

own in Corruption, may they not be rais d in In- 
aps axes ? Tho' they are ſeun Natural Bodies, 
may 
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may they not by being buried in the Ground, be 
purify'd from their filth and droſs, and by an 
Almighty and Allwiſe God be ſublimated and 
refin'd into Spiritual Bodies? 

ſhould it ſeem incredible that He to whom 
All things are poſſible ould raiſe the Dead? Is 
Any thing too hard for Omnipotence ? Is it not 
as eaſy to reanimate a Dead Body, as to revive a 
Periſhing Grain ? Is it more difficult to Renew, 
than to Create? To Reſtore Life, than to Give 
WF > 
If You object againſt the Reſuſcitation of the 
Body, becauſe You cannot comprehend How it 
will be effected, explain to me, as Tertullian 
expoſtulates, and as Juſtin Martyr did about for- 
ty years before, How it was firſt form'd and 
quickned. | 
You, who once Were Not, are now made to Be; 
and when You ſhall not be again, as to any Bo- 
dily appearance, why may not God make you 
what you once Were ? 
Let Us expatiate a little on the noble Refle- 
ction of theſe ingenious Apologiſts. 
Your Bones, and Nerves and Fleſh, whence 
were they ? That Speck of Entity out of which 
Your Body was firſt form'd, whence had it it's 
Origin ? Out of what was the Thread of Life 
firſt ſpun? What a ſmall inviſible Atom muſt 
the Body have once been? When, where, and 
how did it Begin? And after it firſt Began to 
Be, How did it arrive to its full Stature and Ma- 
turity? Account for the Origin, and firſt For- 
mation 
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mation of the Body in Miniature, and for its 
gradual Increaſe in Bulk afterwards, and Then 
argue againſt the Poſſibility of its Renovation, 
when reduc'd to Atoms again. 

Not to enquire How the Body of the Firſt 
Man was form'd out of the Duſt of the Earth, 
whence had your Own its immediate Riſe? 
When the crude Embryo lay buried and inve- 
lop'd in a dark Cell, How were the complica- 
ted Parts unravell'd? How were the twiſted 
Limbs unfolded, and all the ſeveral Members 
gradually expanded ? How were the Bones har- 
den'd, the Sinews extended, and the Joints knit ? 
The winding Mazes of Arteries, Veins and 
Nerves, How were they diſplay'd ? What o- 
pen'd their Channels, and ſpread their Branches ? 
Tell me How You came into your Preſent Form, 
and You ſhall then be told How that Form, 
when diſſolv'd, ſhall be renew'd. | 

Tell me How all the Glands are adapted for 
the Secretion of ſo many various Humours from 
the ſame Fluid ? Reconcile all the different Ac- 
counts which have been given by the moſt ſkill- 
ful Anatomiſts of the Cauſes and Inſtruments of 
Motion and Senſation, of Digeſtion and Nutri- 
tion in Animals. 

Explain to me the Laws and Manner of the 
Preſent Union between Soul and Body : How 
ſuch different Subſtances are Now qualify'd to 
act reciprocally on each other, and you ſhall 
Then be told How they ſhall be reunited after 
Separation, and be rendred ſuitable companions 
in a Glorify'd State. Account 
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26 
Account for theſe things, ye Scepticks, or elſe 
be dumb, and open not your mouths againſt a 
Reſurrection, for it will be the Lord's doing ; it 
will be the work of Omnipotence, and it will be 
marvellous even in the Sight of Angels. This 
brings us to the 


Third and laſt Particular which was to ſhew, 


III. How far the Scriptures will warrant and 
enable us to give an Anſwer to this Queſtion, 
with what Body do they come ? 


As St. John declares, it does not even yet per- 
fectly appear what we ſhall be. But thus much 
we know, that when Chriſt ſhall come to call 
us out of our Graves, the Righteous ſhall be 
like Him, and that theſe our vile Bodies, when 
reviv'd, ſhall be faſhioned like unto his glorify'd 
Body. As He roſe in the Same Body wherein he 
was crucify'd, ſo ſhall every Man have his Own 
Body at the Reſurrection; when all Fleſh ſhall 
be ſummon'd from the Grave to Judgment. As 
God gives to every Seed its Own Body, ſo it is This 
corruptible that muſt put on Incorruption, This 
mortal which muſt put on Immortality. 

I is ſown indeed in Diſbonour, but it ſhall be 

rais'd in Glory; 20 is ſown a Natural Body, but it 
ſhall be rais'd a Spiritual Body. 
What a Spiritual Body is, we pretend not to 
define: but thus much we may collect from ſe- 
veral Paſſages in Scripture, that our Bodies will 
then be endued with ſuch Splendour, as to 2 
| cen 
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ſcend the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and the 
Luſtre of the Sun itſelf. To ſuch a Degree of 
Purity will they be ſublimated and refin'd, as to 
exceed in Activity any the moſt ſubtile Æther, or 
moſt Volatile matter we have now any notion of. 
They will be able to dart from one part of the 
Heavens to another with greater Velocity, than 
a Ray of Light from the Sun to the Earth. St. 
Auſtin ſays, where ever the Will is, there will 
in an inſtant the Body be: and the Scripture aſ- 
ſures us, we ſhall then be able to follow the 
Lamb whereſoever he goeth. 

He, who rais d his own Body from the Grave 
in three days, and who could in a literal Senſe 
rebuild the Temple by a Word ſpeaking, tho 
now ſo demoliſh'd that not one Stone is left by an- 
other, will in an Inſtant in the tawinkling of an 
Eye, at the laſt trump, out of the Ruins of this 
our frail Earthly Tabernacle, tho' buried for Ages 
in Duſt and Rubbiſh, build us an Etherial Man- 
ſion, an Ever durable Fabrick, an Houſe Eternal 
in the Heavens, a fit Temple for an Immortal 
Inhabitant: and how wiſely, how wonderfully 
ſoever we are now made, at his ſecond comin 
the Glory of our Latter Houſe ſhall be much great- 
er than the Glory of the Former. 

Thus far the Scriptures have reveal'd ; and 
no farther will our Capacities reach. Here then 
let Us terminate our Enquiries, and not attempt 
to be wiſe above what is written. *Tis ſufficient 
to know we ſhall then be as the Angels of God, 
nay more like the Son of God himſelf, _ 

C Great 


E 


Great pains, but, in by opinion, very Need- 
leſs ones, have been taken to prove, in oppoſi- 
tion to the Socinians, the Identity of the Body 


at the Reſurrection. For if there be Any Re- 


ſurrection at all, it muſt be a Reſurrection of 
the Same Body. | 
- If the Soul be to be inveſted at the laſt day 

with ſome Other Body, can this by any Man of 
common Senſe be call'd a Reſurrection? Would 
ſo ſtrict and cloſe a Reaſoner and ſo accurate a 
Writer as St. Paul, have made uſe of fo gla- 
ring an Impropriety of Speech ? Either the 
Socinians muſt acknowledge, that the Apoſtle 
means by the Reſurrection of the Body the Re- 
ſuſcitation of the Same Body that died, or elſe 
they muſt maintain, that theſe two Expreſſions, 
Chriſt ſhall quicken Our Bodies, and Chriſt ſhall 
give us Other Bodies, are ſynonimous, and im- 
ply One and the Same Thing. May we not as 
well call Another the Same, as ſay, the giving 
us Other Bodies is the Revival of Our Bodies. 

If the Socinians pretend to Believe a Reſurre- 
ction of Our Bodies, and at the ſame time Diſ- 
believe a Reſurrection of the Same Body, may 
we not retort upon them, the Charge they un- 
juſtly exhibit againſt Us, that of believing Con- 
traditions ? 

But it may be proper to obviate an Argument 
which they may urge from the Words before us, 


in Favour of their Error. 


They may object to us, that the Compariſon, 


which the Apoſtle here makes uſe of, plainly 
| ſhews, 
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ſhews, he did not intend to induce us to believe, 
that the Bodies we ſhall then be inveſted with, 
ſhall be the Same we now have, becauſe that 
the Grain which is Sown, and the Grain which 
ariſes from it, are not One and the Same. Tho 
the Corn which is buried, be productive of ma- 
ny Others, yet that itſelf totally diſappears and 
is loſt, and not One of its Offspring can in Any 
reſpect be ſaid to be the Same. 

In Anſwer to this it might be ſufficient ſo ſay, 
that in any Compariſon we are not to expect a 
perfect and exact Reſemblance in every Particu- 
lar. Tis enough, if it anſwer the Purpoſe for 
which it was introduc'd. 

The Apoſtle in this Place by mentioning the 
Change which is made in the Body of the Corn 
which is ſown, the Alterations it undergoes while 
buried in the Ground, and when riſen up again 
from Corruption to Newneſs of Life, and the 
different Form it aſſumes when arriv'd to its full 
Perfection, does not intend to give us an Exact 
Model of the Bodies we ſhall have at the Reſur- 
rection, but only to illuſtrate by an apt Analogy 
the Poſſibility of the Thing itſelf : By remind- 
ing Us of the Myſterious Change we daily fee 1n 
Earthly things, he induces us more readily to 
aſſent to the Myſteries of an Heavenly Tranſ- 
formation. So far is he from deſigning to ex- 
plain the Way and Manner of it, and to con- 
vey to us a Compleat Image of it in every Re- 
ſpect, that he makes uſe of the Analogy for a 
quite contrary purpoſe, viz. to diſcourage true 
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Believers from attempting, and Others from ex- 
petting or demanding an Explanation. 

We may add farther, that though the ſenſible 
Parts of the Grain which is ſown, thoſe which 
are perceptible to the naked Eye, do indeed diſ- 
appear and are loſt, yet that very Grain which 
was buried in the Ground contain'd in Minia- 
ture, not only the Seminal Principle, but even 
the Eſſential and Conſtituent parts of its Off- 
ſpring. And therefore it is the Same Grain 

at was buried, which is reviv'd and grows 
again. 

Modern Diſcoveries by Glaſſes confirm this: 
And it lies upon our Adverſaries to prove the 
Contrary, before they can with any Modeſty 
urge this Paſſage of the Apoſtle, as an Argu- 
ment againſt the Identity of the Body at the Re- 
ſurrection. 

If it be ſaid that our Eyes even when aſſiſted 
by the Beſt of Glaſſes may deceive Us in the 
View of ſuch Minute Objects, I ſhall lay no 
Streſs on this laſt Obſervation. But if the Ob- 


jects are Really ſuch as they Appear, the Ana- 


logy of the Apoſtle is ſo much the more Apt, 
and pleads more ſtrongly for the Identity of the 
Body which was buried, with the Body which 
ia ine, 

But I would not, with our Opponents, run 
into an Error, which it is the Apoſtle's chief de- 
fign in theſe words to prevent. 


We 
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We ought all ingenuouſly to acknowledge, 
that there are Parts even in the Viſible world, 
which we ſee but thro' a Glaſs darkly; and with 
the Son of Sirach modeſtly to confeſs, that hard- 
ly do wwe gueſs aright at the things that are be- 
fore us, and with Labour do wwe find out the things 
that are on Earth; but the things that are in Hea- 
ven, who hath ſearched cut? 

Even This World we now but in Part. 
There are Myſteries in the Formation of the 
very Worm, which tranſcend the Reach of our 
ſhallow Capacities; and in the various Tranſ- 
formations of the Same Inſect, to qualify it to 
be by Turns an Inhabitant of different Elements, 
tho' the ſeveral Membrances wherewith it is in- 
veſted at different times are broken and loſt, yet 
the Original Parts which conſtitute the Efſence 
of the Body, are undoubtedly {till the Same. 

What is now a filthy Reptile, a crawling Mag- 
got, may in a few days become a Fly: and the 
Same Creature that to day floats in the Wa- 
ter, or wallows in Filth and Corruption, may 
to morrow be adorn'd with beautiful Wings 
and wanton in the Air. In the various Chan- 
ges which the Bodies of ſeveral Animals under- 
go to fit them for a New State, a New Life, a 
New Sphere of Action, whatever the Change 
is, and by what Means ſoever it is effected, the 
Animal is ſtill the Same, and inhabits the Same 
Body, how much ſoever that Body is tranſ- 
form'd. 


And 
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And if we cannot fully account for this, if 
fuch Knowledge be too wonderful and excellent for 
4 ſhall we Filbelieve a Reſurrection of the Same 

becauſe we cannot comprehend how this 
ph s Body can be fo purify'd and ſpiritualiz d, 
,as to be qualify'd to be for Ever an Inhabitant 
of the Etherial Manſions above ? 

Some have argued from the Juſtice of God, 
that 'tis neceſſary that the Body which has been 
inſtrumental to the Actions, ſhould be the Same 
Body which is ſummon'd from the Grave to 
Judgment, in order to ſhare in the Reward or 
Puniſhment. But as we have. ſo many unex- 
ceptionable Arguments in proof of the Identity 
of the Body, I ſhall not inſiſt upon One, which 
may ſeem juſtly liable to Cavil. 

But tho' we cannot argue from God's Juſtice 
in proof of it, we may from his Veracity. God, 
the Spirit of Truth, that cannot lye, hath in 
many Places of his holy Word reveal'd it. And 
it is neceſſary that we ſhould firmly believe it, 
were it for this Reaſon only, that we may be 
thereby induc'd 79 purify cu ſelves in Body as well 
as Soul, as Chriſt is pure, and cleanſe ourſelves 
from all filthineſs @ Fleſh as well as Spirit in 
order to qualify and prepare us for that Change, 
when Chriſt ſhall transform our vile Body that 


it may be like his glorious Body, according to the 


mighty working whereby he is able to * all 
Things to Himſelf. 


For 
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For which Change that we may all be fitted 
God Almighty grant for the Merits of him who 
died, and was buried and roſe again for us, je- 


ſus Chriſt our Lord to whom Sc. 
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